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Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  (Luke 2:10-11) 
 
In the Congregational church I grew up in, Advent marked the start of the Christmas 
season. We hung the greens on the first Sunday of Advent, and sang Christmas carols 
until Christmas Day. So it was a shock to me when I arrived in the Episcopal church, 
and found Advent marked with the purple colors of Lent, somber music, and an 
emphasis on penitence! It was not a change I embraced wholeheartedly. 
 
Advent, though, is much more than just a “little Lent.” As I’ve learned more about 
Catholic and Anglican tradition, I’ve discovered that this is a season with many 
characteristics. The somber, penitential mood I first noted is just one aspect of Advent. 
The practice of keeping a fast during Advent originated in France, Spain, and Germany, 
where it was intended as a spiritual preparation for keeping one of the church’s primary 
Feasts, the Feast of the Nativity. In Rome, however, the season before Christmas was a 
festive time. There was no established fast, and the season was considered a joyful one. 
Eventually, the church harmonized its liturgies and its seasonal celebrations, and the 
result was a season that combined features of both traditions – a penitential character in 
a season that also looks forward with joy.  
 
Still, it does sound rather contradictory, doesn’t it? How can one be penitent and joyful 
at the same time? It wasn’t until the Advent when I was nine months pregnant with my 
daughter, who was born on Dec. 26, that I really began to grasp the spirit of the season.  
 
Late pregnancy is a time of a many strong emotions. There is joyful anticipation as you 
eagerly wait to for the new life you are carrying to enter the world. There’s anxiety and 
even a little fear as you contemplate the difficulty and pain of labor. There’s a certain 
amount of surrender, as late pregnancy’s demands on your body means you are no 
longer fully in control of it. And finally, there is preparation for an event that will turn 
your life upside down in ways you know you cannot fully imagine.  
 
I think this is a good way to think of Advent. We are joyfully anticipating the coming of 
the Light into the world, and the return of Christ in glory. There may be some anxiety, 
because we know from the Gospels that the passage from our current age into the 
Kingdom of God will not be without pain. We surrender to God, recognizing that we 
cannot fully control what happens in our lives or in the world, and trusting that God will 
see us through this passage. And we prepare our hearts for an event that will surely turn 
our lives upside down in ways we cannot fully imagine.  
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See Mark My Words, page 1 
 
Penitence in Advent is all about preparing our hearts for Christ’s coming, much the way we prepare the nursery for a 
new baby. Pausing to remember and confess our sins allows us to move them out of our hearts, to leave them at the foot 
of the cross, so that we have space to receive the forgiveness and love God offered to us through a child in a manger. 
And that is surely a cause for celebration!  
 

—Suzanne 
 
P.S. My family will be joining me here at St. Mark’s for both services on Christmas Eve, and Rich and I would like to 
invite anyone from St. Mark’s who does not have other Christmas Eve plans to have supper with us in Williams Hall at 6 
p.m. I’ll be preparing the Wade family’s traditional Christmas Eve dish, cheeseburger pie, and I invite you to bring 
something to share as well. We’ll enjoy some good food and good friends, and maybe a screening of The Nativity Story 
or some classic TV Christmas specials, between the services in which we welcome the Christ child into our hearts this 
Christmastide.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y O U R  V E S T RY M E M B E R S 
 

Herb Elliott, Senior Warden 978-692-4959 herb.elliott@cheza.com 
Michael O’Hare, Jr. Warden 978-692-7742 oharemichael@yahoo.com 
Lorraine Facella, Treasurer 978-692-2776 facella@hsa.net 
Eric Bert, Building  & Grounds 978-692-0669 eric.bert@verizon.net   
Ellen Tremblay, Clerk 978-392-9416 trmbl3@comcast.net 
Sue Duran, Diocesan Delegate  
& Preschool Rep. 978-692-7295 rduran4764@aol.com 
Craig Dillon 978-392-1817 craig.dillon@microsoft.com 
Linda Larson 978-692-9027 copalight@yahoo.com  
Dave Wolfendale 978-692-6575 dave_wolfendale@mentorg.com 
Dorothy Gaumer 978-692-8917 dgaumer@slcgs.com 
Fran Fletcher 978-392-1407       Nsheehan@truenorthhotels.com 
LillyAnna Kuehl, Youth Rep. 978-589-9775 springlilly3@yahoo.com 
Suzanne Wade, Deacon-in-Charge 978-692-7849 (office) suzanne@rswade.net 
 508-472-9656 (cell) 
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Senior Warden’s Letter 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners: 
 
It is official: the Standing Committee of the Diocese has approved Suzanne for Ordination. Her ordination will take 
place at the Cathedral in Boston on Saturday, January 144h at 10:30 a.m., and you are all invited. Suzanne will celebrate 
her first Eucharist as Priest-in-Charge at St. Mark’s on Sunday, January 15th. We will celebrate with her on this great 
occasion.  
 
This past Sunday, I asked our Sacramentalist, Jon MacKenzie, how he thought things were going. He said they were 
going very well, that he and Suzanne worked well together, and that she set a high bar for sermons. I also think that 
Suzanne is doing a great job. I’ve told her that she is wise beyond her years of ordination, for each time we discuss an 
issue concerning St. Mark’s her counsel is well thought out – more of what I would expect from someone who has been 
a rector for 10 years than someone who has been Deacon-in-Charge for a couple of months. 
 
I also am very appreciative of the job Jonathan has been doing as Sacramentalist. He has been very supportive of 
Suzanne, encouraging her to do as much as she is able to do during the services, and I have enjoyed his preaching and 
his celebration of the Eucharist. 
 
During our vestry retreat in September, we were encouraged by Frank Fornaro to pray for the families of St. Mark’s at 
the start of each vestry meeting. We have adopted this practice, and at the November vestry meeting we prayed for the 
following families: Burnham, Butko, Cannuscio, Carlon, Carroll, Cassidy, Clark, Colley, Culver, Daranchuc, DeMarco, 
DiBona. 
 
At our vestry retreat, we adopted the following goals for the year: 
 
 1. Spiritual formation for those past confirmation 
 2. Buildings and grounds maintenance 
 3. Pastoral care 
 4. Communication 
 
During the November vestry meeting we more fully defined the goals of spiritual formation and buildings and grounds. 
During the December meeting we will work on the goals of pastoral care and communication. For each of these goals 
there is a role for the clergy, the vestry and the congregation. We will present these goals at Annual Meeting in January.  
 
As we enter Advent, I encourage you to attend church as regularly as possible and to invite your friends and neighbors. 
Advent is the season of preparation for the coming of Jesus at Christmas, and as with Lent, the celebrations of Christmas 
and Easter are so much richer if we have prepared. 
 
Our pledge receipts are significantly behind budget as of the end of October. If your pledge has fallen behind, please 
bring it up to date as soon as possible. Also, if you did not submit your pledge for 2012 on Ingathering Sunday 
(November 20th), please do so as soon as possible. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about our life together, please do not hesitate to let me or any vestry person know. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Herb Elliott 
Senior Warden 
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP: A big thank you to everyone who joined us for the Coffee Hour/Hunger Meal that 
was hosted by our St. Mark's High School Youth Group. We all learned a little more about hunger throughout the world, 
and we raised $150 which was generously matched by our Deacon-in-Charge, Suzanne. The $300 will be donated to the 
Episcopal Relief and Development Fund to support hunger relief programs. The great news is that all money donated in 
the month of November is being matched, so our $300 will become $600, which can feed 300 people in Africa for a 
whole day. Thanks also to the high school students, who did a great job planning, preparing and serving the coffee hour/
hunger "meal." —Chrissy Hemingway 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS: Confirmation classes are being led by Tom Barrington from All Saints’ and Suzanne 
Wade and Jeanie Pecora from St. Mark’s. The confirmands this year are Andrea Bert, Meghan O'Reilly and Veronica 
Pecora. Classes are being held at St. Mark’s in the library from 4-6 pm on scheduled Sundays. Our December class will 
be held at All Saints’ in Chelmsford from 1-3 pm so the class can view the All Saints' Chelmsford gingerbread 
house display for Habitat for Humanity. There will be a Confirmation Retreat at the Barbara Harris Camp in 
March. The Confirmation service will be April 21st at the Cathedral in Boston. —Jeanie Pecora 

 

St. John the Apostle, called "the Divine," died in Ephesus(?) c.100. His feast day is 
December 27. He and his brother, St. James the Greater, apparently both had an 
excitable and quick-tempered side to their character, and Jesus nicknamed them 
"sons of thunder"; on the other hand Jesus chose them to be with Peter at the 
momentous occasions of his transfiguration and his agony in Gethsemane. Tradition 
has it hat he is the "disciple whom Jesus loved," who leaned on his Master’s breast at 
the Last Supper, to whom Jesus confided the care of his mother, who ran before Peter 
to the tomb on the morning of the resurrection, and who first recognized the risen 
Lord by the Sea of Tiberias. He was exiled to the island of Patmos and is said to have 
passed his last years in Ephesus. St. Jerome wrote that when he was too old to 
preach, John would simply say "Love one another: that is the Lord’s command. And 
if you keep it, that by itself is enough." John’s symbol in art is an eagle. His icon is 
on the wall behind the altar. 

—Larry Peebles, Church Historian 
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Members of the Middle School Youth 
Group are all smiles during their October 
field trip to Honey Pot Hill Orchards! The 
next activity is gingerbread house making 
on November 29th, followed by attending 
the Builders’ Preview of the gingerbread 
village at All Saints’ Chelmsford on 12/2. 
Please contact Jody Clark at 692-2589 or 
jpclark4@comcast.net for more info or to 
RSVP. Remember, all 6th, 7th, and 8th 
graders are invited and are encouraged to 
bring a friend. Even if you have never 
come to Youth Group before, we would 
love to have you join in the fun! 
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Why We Pledge 
 
I work for a small non-profit organization, and like most non-profits, we spend a lot of time engaged in “development,” 
which is a euphemism for “asking for money.”  
 
But the real reason it’s called “development” is because without the funds that come from “development” we can’t 
remain vital, we can’t evolve, we can’t grow, we can’t effectively serve our mission.  
 
In that way, my non-profit organization is very similar to St. Mark’s. Without our stewardship dollars, we can’t grow, we 
can’t evolve, we struggle to remain vital and we will have increasing difficulty fulfilling our mission.  
 
The other thing I think we have in common with most non-profits is the disconnect many people have between the 
mission – whether it’s charitable or educational or environmental or whatever the case may be – and the operations. 
When my organization contemplates a revenue source – a grant or contract or sponsorship arrangement – we always 
need to build in an overhead rate. What that simply does is it allows us to keep the lights on and pay our insurance and 
our rent and all of the other things associated with our operations.  
 
St. Mark’s is no different. We have energy costs, both to light and heat this building. We have insurance. We have debt 
service on our building loan. We have salaries. We have phone and internet and printing and postage costs and snow 
plowing and many, many other things. And without the ability to pay for those operations, we have difficulty fulfilling 
our mission.  
 
I realize – and I know the Vestry realizes – that it is a very sensitive, and, frankly, awkward topic, to ask parishioners for 
money. But, in effect, we are asking that of ourselves. Because we are the trustees, if you would, of this parish. Each of 
us touches and is touched by the parish in different ways.  
 
We may rely on St. Mark’s for the Christian education of our kids. We may gain a great deal of spiritual fulfillment from 
Bible studies. We may receive tremendous joy out of singing in the choir. Or we may simply participate in services each 
week in our own quiet ways. But we all share in the fulfillment our parish brings to us, and, thus, we all need to share in 
the responsibility of keeping this parish – keeping ourselves – vital and active and growing and serving our spiritual 
needs and the needs of the world around us in keeping with our mission.  
 
So I ask you all to please consider how you can participate in this year’s stewardship campaign. And I’d remind you that 
the size of the gift is not important. Only you know how much is the right amount for you to give. The important thing is 
the participation rate, so that we can truly say that all of us who make up the fabric of St. Mark’s are also sharing in our 
development.  

—Jim O’Reilly 

The Christmas Heart 

 
“Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide open heart that thinks of others first. The 
birth of the baby Jesus stands as the most significant event in all history because it has meant the pouring into a 
sick world of the healing medicine of love which has transformed all manner of hearts for almost 2,000 years 
… underneath all the bulging bundles is this beating Christmas heart.”  

 
—George Matthew Adams  
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First of all, the Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone who participated in this year’s Thanksgiving Feed the 
5000 Food Drive. We collected approximately 300 cans and boxes of food which the Westford Food Pantry was so 
grateful to receive. We hope that you had a blessed Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Quickly moving on to the Advent season, we are once again partnering with the Lowell Wish Project to sponsor families 
in need of a little extra help to make their Christmas bright!  Please keep your eyes open for the SPIRIT OF 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE in Williams Hall, beginning on the first Sunday in Advent, November 27th. You will be 
able to select an ornament which has a bit of information on the child or adult being sponsored. For further information 
please contact Ellen Tremblay (978.392.9416 or trmbl3@comcast.net). 
 
ELIOT MEAL: The St. Mark’s extended family provides a hot meal to people in Lowell every month on the first 
Wednesday of the month. Thanks to everyone who contributed food and to those who served the meal in November. We 
fed about 125 people, which is yet another all-time high for St. Mark's. We had had a few "extra" sign-ups for the 
November meal, which was just what we needed as we had enough food to serve seconds to those who wanted them. 
God surely does provide! The numbers of people served have been running high lately, a sign that many are in need.  
 
The next meal is December 7, and at this writing the sign-up sheet in nearly full. Thanks everyone! 

This is a way in which you can get involved in a small way and at the same time provide a huge benefit to those who 
need and look forward to a great dinner. Our standard menu includes meat loaf, mashed potatoes, salad, bread, cookies, 
milk and coffee. We also welcome your help in serving the meal, which is a great experience. Any help is greatly 
appreciated. If you would like to help out with any meal in the future or are involved in a group that would like to do a 
meal, please contact Paul Ackroyd at 978-448-6310 or phackroyd@verizon.net. 
 
MIDDLESEX SHELTER MEAL: The next meal of meatloaf, salad and desserts is on December 16th. Drop off 
location is 12 First St. in Westford or in the refrigerator outside the church office. Please contact Terri Andry at 978-692-
9465 or highlandertq@yahoo.com if you leave food at church so she’ll know to come pick it up. Thank you for your 
continued support!  
 
ONGOING CAN TAB COLLECTION: We are collecting soft drink can pull tabs in cooperation with Bob Parsons 
and the Masonic “Tabs for Tots” drive. The collection jar and informational flyers are in the narthex.  
 
ONGOING FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: Donations of nonperishable foods and toiletries are always welcome. 
Most needed items include cereal, dry or canned pasta, “chunky” soups, 100% juice, canned corn, peanut butter, jelly, 
tea, cocoa, crackers, Jell-o, pudding, soap, toothpaste and small canned meats. Please leave your donations in the basket 
in the narthex. Thanks!  
 
HELP LILLYANNA HELP OTHERS: Hello, I am LillyAnna Kuehl. I’m an active church member and on the vestry. 
I am currently working on my Gold Award for Girl Scouts. My project is to build a pavilion at the Humane Society for 
Greater Nashua adjacent to the Nashua Pet Cemetery. This pavilion will provide a place for people to have remembrance 
services for pets who have passed away. The building will consist of three open sides, a full back wall, a roof, stone 
flooring, and a built in table. I am looking for monetary donations for the stone pavers and the built in table. If you 
would like to contribute, please make a check out to Keepsake Pavilion and send it to Nancy Kuehl, 2 Humiston 
Circle, Westford, MA 01886. If you have any comments or would like to help in another way please contact me, 
LillyAnna Kuehl, at 978-319-5780 or keepsakepavilion@yahoo.com.  
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As of the end of October our pledge receipts were about $16,000 behind budget. If you have fallen behind, please try to 
catch up by the end of the year. Mike Larson will be sending out statements soon. Thanks! 

 
Liturgical calendars ($3.00) and pledge envelopes (free) are available from Fran Fletcher. 

 
The Westford Community Christmas Chorus will present their annual concert to benefit the Westford Food Pantry on 
Sunday, Dec. 4, at 7:00 p.m. at First Parish Church United, Westford Common. The chorus will perform Charpentier’s 
Messe de Minuit pour Noel, and Michael Regner is one of the soloists. Also featured on the program are the Middlesex 
Children’s Chorale and the Cameron Music Makers. Donation for admission is $5.00 a person ($20 maximum per 
family) and a non-perishable food item. For information call 978-692-8416. 
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Even though the Green Grants Initiative application deadline has been postponed, three Sustainable Houses of 
Worship (SHOW) workshops, a required part of the Green Improvement Grant application process, have been 
scheduled on these Saturdays (8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.): Nov. 12 at St. Andrew’s Church (7 Faulkner Street) in Ayer; Jan. 
14, 2012, at Grace Church (160 High Street) in Medford; and Feb. 11, 2012, at Epiphany Parish (62 Front Street) in 
Walpole. Completion of an energy audit before attending a workshop is strongly advised. During each workshop, 
participants will learn: how to track energy use, cost and carbon footprint; how to find no-cost and low-cost projects that 
can have a big impact on electricity and heating bills; how to evaluate major energy-using equipment and systems to 
know if they should be upgraded; incentives, rebates and other financial help available through utility companies; how to 
apply for a grant through the diocese’s Green Grants Initiative; and what green initiatives other congregations have 
planned or started. FOR INFORMATION: The Rev. Karen Montagno, CongregationalResources and Training (617-482-
4826, ext. 413); kmontagno@diomass.org. 
 
 Eucharistic Visitor Training sessions will be offered on these Saturdays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.: Jan. 21, 2012, at St. John’s 
Church (322 South Franklin Street) in Holbrook (register by Jan. 14); and March 10, 2012, at the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul (138 Tremont Street) in Boston (register by March 3). Send name, address, phone and sponsoring parish name and 
town, along with tuition ($40 for trainees, $25 for clergy) payable to the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, to: 
Eucharistic Visitor Training, 15 Fremont Street, Plymouth MA 02360. FOR INFORMATION: Connie Melahoures, 
Eucharistic Visitor Training coordinator (508-746-3805 or conmel@aol.com) or see http://www.rvan.org. 
 
United Thank Offering (UTO) grant applications for the 2012 grant cycle are available at www.episcopalchurch.org/
uto. Applications are due to the diocesan committee by Dec. 5 for review before they can be submitted to the UTO 
nationally. FOR INFORMATION: Betty Murray, diocesan UTO coordinator (617-332-5939); eg.murray@verizon.net. 
 
Safe Church Training will be offered on Saturday, March 17, 2012, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at Christ Church (149 Court 
Street) in Plymouth. Registration is required 14 days prior to the training date and can be done online via 
www.diomass.org (see “Training & Learning” under “Resources for Congregations & Clergy”). FOR INFORMATION: 
Richard Vanderlippe, Safe Church Training coordinator (978-263-1895); rvan@aol.com or rvanderlippe@diomass.org. 
Free online training also is available. Those who need to take the training should contact their parish clergy to receive a 
unique ID and password to access the program. More information is available at www.diomass.org (see “Training & 
Learning” under “Resources for Congregations & Clergy”) or from Lynn Clark, Human Resources (617-482-4826, ext. 
578 or lclark@diomass.org).  
 
Episcopal Divinity School (99 Brattle Street) in Cambridge welcomes all to join weekly worship, especially clergy 
who may be in need of a place apart from the parish to come and be fed: Morning Prayer, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.; 
Noonday Prayer, Fridays, 12:15 p.m. (first Friday of the month is a healing service); Evening Prayer, Monday-Thursday, 
6:15 p.m.; and Community Eucharist, Monday and Thursday, 12:15 p.m. FOR INFORMATION: The Rev. Miriam 
Gelfer, Episcopal Divinity School (617-868-3450); mgelfer@eds.edu. 
 
Bethany House of Prayer, a ministry with the sisters of the Order of St. Anne-Bethany, offers a Contemplative Prayer 
Group on Thursdays, Oct. 6-Dec. 15, 10-11:30 a.m., in the St. Anne’s chapel (registration appreciated). A 
Contemplative Eucharist also is offered the third Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. All are welcome. FOR 
INFORMATION: Bethany House of Prayer (181 Appleton Street) in Arlington (781-648-2433); 
info@BethanyHouseArlington.org. 
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Prayer Request Policy 
 
To add a person to either the private prayer chain or the 
prayer list read out loud during Sunday service, please 
contact Martha Culver at 978-392-5992 (cell phone 
617-359-4375) or mbculver@yahoo.com. Martha will 
coordinate with Lisa to ensure that names for the 
Sunday prayer list are added to the bulletin.  
 
Names will be kept on the prayer list for four weeks. If a 
person needs to be on the list longer or needs contact 
from Suzanne, please let Martha know. Martha will 
acknowledge the prayer request within 48 hours. If you 
do not get an acknowledgment please contact Lisa (978-
692-7849, secretary@st-mark.org).  
 
A prayer request must be received by Friday morning at 
9:00 AM in order to appear on the list the following 
Sunday. Thank you. 

 Prayer Requests 
 
 Jim Derik   Anna Oliversen 
 Kate   Nellie Butko   
 Libby   Josephine Marchilena
 Frank and Donna  Cynthia  
 Merilyn Campbell  Muriel Shirar 
 Michael Currier  Paul Brady  
 Corey Lofdahl  Carol Whelan 
 Shelley Wadsworth  Sherri Miner 
 Bill Cloonan  The Carlon family 
 The Regner family  Jenn Pecora  
 Kathleen   Joyce & Judy 
 Donna Lacey  Tom Harper 
 Eric Kintner  Walter Collins 
 John Linton and family Al Koch and family 
 Nancy Eberiel  Dominic Ciampi  
 The Smalls   Sue and family 
 The Reyelr family  Ruth Ann Dillon 
 Byron Mah 
 

�
�
�
These acknowledgements represent a small portion of all the people 
and actions done by and for the people of St. Mark’s, many 
anonymous. If you would like to acknowledge a special person or 
deed, please submit it to Lisa by the 20th of each month. 
 
To Mug & Muffin  
Many thanks to the Tuesday morning Mug & Muffin discussion 
group for their help each month mailing the Lion’s Roar.  
 
To the Groundskeepers  
Thanks to Bill, Brad and Ben Cassidy, Cub Scout Pack 99, Stan 
Vlasask, and Eric Bert for clearing the downed tree limbs around 
the property and especially around the preschool play area and 
Memorial Garden area and to Pack 99 for raking and general 
grounds clearing. 
 
From the Senior Warden 
Thanks to all of you for supporting the various Outreach efforts at 
St. Mark's. Special thanks to Paul Ackroyd and Bob Shaw for their 
continued work on the Eliot Meal each month, to Ellen Tremblay 
for coordinating our in-gathering for the local food pantries, and to 
Suzanne for starting the “Feed the 5,000” campaign. When 
speaking with Jonathan MacKenzie about St. Mark's he remarked 
about the amount of outreach St. Mark's does, as did Fr. Loring. 
Outreach has been a focus of St. Mark's for some time and it is 
good to know that it shows.  Our mission at St. Mark's is "To know 
Christ and to make Him known." We know Christ through worship 
and spiritual formation and we make Him known through outreach, 
both in spreading His love and in compassionate acts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Clark  

Nora Culver 
Bob Dorn 

Frank Marchilena 
Marcia Regner 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bela Csikesz  
Loretta Holway 
Elizabeth Luro 

 
 

Give rest, O Christ,  
to your servants  
with your saints,  

where sorrow and 
pain are no more,  
neither sighing,  

but life everlasting. 
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A NOTE TO SUNDAY  
WORSHIP HELPERS 

 
If  you are scheduled to serve at a Sunday worship service and 
find as the day approaches that you can’t be there, PLEASE find a 
substitute from your lists. I will try to send reminders each week. 
Please note that you are still scheduled to serve even if you do not 
receive a reminder. 
 
Thank you for your willingness to serve! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Lisa Lofdahl 
Parish Administrator 

READINGS FOR DECEMBER 
  
 December 4, Advent 2  
 Isaiah 40:1-11 
 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 Mark 1:1-8 
 
 December 11, Advent 3 
 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 Psalm 126 
 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
 December 18, Advent 4 
 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 Canticle 15  
 Romans 16: 25-27 
 Luke 1: 26-38 
 
 December 24, Christmas Eve (4:00 p.m.) 
 Isaiah 9:2-7  
 
 December 24, Christmas Eve (10:00 p.m.) 
 Isaiah 9:2-7  
 Psalm 96 
 Titus 2:11-14  
 Luke 2:1-14(15-20)  
  

SUNDAY HELPERS  

 

  
 Lectors & Chalice Bearers 
 
  Chalice 1 Chalice 2 Lector 
 12/4 E. Kintner S. Duran E. Tremblay 
 12/11 J. Carlon H. Elliott J. Pecora  
 12/18 B. Parsons J. Hilton J. Carlon 
 12/24, 4 pm H. Elliott M. Culver M. Regner 
 12/24, 10 pm M. Trumbore E. Kintner S. Vlasak 
   
 Ushers 
 
 12/4 Mike Larson and Jim O’Reilly   
 12/11 Bob and Charlotte Parsons  
 12/18 Joan O’Hare and Tom Ellis 
 12/24, 4 pm The O’Reilly family 
 12/24, 10 pm TBD 
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
75 Cold Spring Rd. 
Westford, MA 01886 

TIME VALUE MATERIAL 
Mailed November 30, 2011 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #1  
WESTFORD, MA  01886 

 Are you glad to see  
 us in your mailbox? If 
not, please check the box and 
return this to your mail carrier. 
We pay the postage. 

The Rev. Suzanne Wade, Deacon-in-Charge 
Cell: 508-472-9656  
E-mail: suzanne@rswade.net 
 
Herb Elliott, Sr. Warden 
Home: 978-692-4959 
E-mail: herb.elliott@cheza.com 
 
Lisa Lofdahl, Parish Administrator, Lion’s Roar editor 
Office: 978-692-7849; E-mail: secretary@st-mark.org 
Office Hours: M/W/F 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
St. Mark’s Website: www.st-mark.org 

Newsletter Deadline: December 20th, 2011 
The Lion’s Roar is published once each month and  
bimonthly over the summer. Please email, phone or 
drop off information at the church office by the 20th  
of December for inclusion in the January issue. 

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
75 Cold Spring Road, Westford, MA 01886 

Service Schedule 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
Rite II Holy Eucharist 

Wednesdays at 12:00 noon 
Noonday Prayer with Prayers for Healing 

Christmas Eve 
4:00 p.m. Family Eucharist with Pageant 
10:00 p.m. Festival Candlelight Eucharist 

Christmas Day 
 10:00 a.m. at All Saints’ Chelmsford 

 


